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understood that the service was to be choral, great expecta-
tions of ecclesiastical splendour and effect were much anti-
cipated by the fair sex. They were however doomed to dis-
appointment, for although the day was fine, the attendance
numerous and brilliant beyond precedent, Lord Culloden
would have 'no popery.' Lord Carisbrooke, who was a
ritualist, murmured, and was encouraged in his resistance
by Lady Clanmorne and a party, but as the Duke of Brecon
was high and dry, there was a want of united action, and
Lord Culloden had his way.

After the ceremony, the world repaired to the mansion of
Lord Culloden in Belgrave Square, to inspect the presents,
and to partake of a dinner called a breakfast. Cousin Lo-
thair wandered about the rooms, and had the satisfaction of
seeing a bracelet with a rare and splendid sapphire which
he had given to Lady Flora, and a circlet of diamond stars
which he had placed on the brow of the Duchess of Brecon.
The St. Aldegondes were the only members of the Brentham
family who were present. St. Aldegonde had a taste for
marriages and public executions, and Lady St. Aldegonde
wandered about with Lothair, and pointed out to him Cori-
sande's present to his cousins.

' I never was more disappointed than by your family leav-
ing town so early this year/ he said.

* We were quite surprised/

* I am sorry to hear your sister is indisposed.'

* Corisande ! she is perfectly well.'

* I hope the Duchess's headache is better,* said Lothair
1 She could not receive me when I called to say farewell,
because she had a headache.'

' I never knew Mamma have a headache,' said Lady Sfc
Aldegonde.

* I suppose you will be going to Brentham ? '
' Next week.'

* And Bertram too ? '